
 
United Way Fox Cities Goal Planning – Part Ii 

 
Quality of Life Goal: 

Children and youth are on track to reach their full potential. 
 

Why is this important? 
Children benefit from strong families and quality early learning experiences to ensure they are 
developmentally on track in the areas of social, emotional, and cognitive skills.  These experiences 
lay the foundation for a child successfully acquiring reading skills.  Third grade reading proficiency is 
a key indicator as children are transitioning from learning to read to reading to learn.  A child 
struggling to read at this point will struggle to learn in all subject matters.  Children not attaining third 
grade reading proficiency are four time less likely to graduate from high school.  Not succeeding in 
school will have lifetime implications for the child, and long-term implications for their community. 

 

How are we doing?* Baselines include history (solid line) and forecast if nothing changes (dotted line). 

  
*Note that standardized state testing changed in 2014/15 school year and again in 2015/16. 

What is the story behind the baselines? 
• Parental stress factors such as family, home life or living environment, and/or workplace.  
• Poverty and financial hardship among working families, exacerbated by increase in single-parent 

households. 
• Children and youth experiencing mental health issues and greater behavioral challenges impacting 

social-emotional development.  
• Lack of universal quality early learning experiences. 
• Limited literacy and language development training in the early care and education profession. 
• Negative influence of technology and social media - Increased screen time and visual overload is 

leading to shortened attention span in children and youth. 

• Changes in testing standards and assessments.  
 

What it will take to do better? 
• Provide knowledge and support to parents such as home-visiting services, mentoring, and support 

groups. 
• Assessments and Screenings.  Promote consistent use of universal family-risk assessment at birth, 

early intervention developmental screening, and identification of learning disabilities.   
• Develop innovative approaches that encourage reading. 
• Orchestrate a cultural shift around the importance of reading. 

• Strengthen the professional development on literacy instruction for teachers within the childcare and 
school (PK-12) venues. 

• Engage employers to increase their role in supporting families. 
• Address underlying health issues which may be preventing children from acquiring literacy skills. 
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