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First things first: Happy Mother's Day to every mom who sees this.
You're doing work most men could never handle, and making a lasting and positive difference in the lives of young people.
Thank you.
Second, a shout-out to another group of people who are making a major difference: Those who are helping in The Post-Crescent's Do It! Community Challenge to help Goodwill Industries of North Central Wisconsin, the annual "Sack It to Goodwill" campaign.
It's been a month since an astounding total of 328,000 pounds of gently used clothing and household goods came in on the first day of collections, April 9. In that month, another 48,000 pounds have been donated.
We have a week to go in the "Sack It to Goodwill" campaign, and a strong chance to pass 400,000 pounds.
Yes, that would be huge.
According to Avi Stern, director of donations and community relations for Goodwill, the "Sack It" campaign has come close to 400,000 only once in the past half-dozen years. In 2006, 398,630 pounds of material was collected.
So, while I'm thanking you for the help, I'm also making another request: Let's push this thing over 400,000 pounds.
If you have clothes that don't fit, household goods that still work but have been replaced, get them to the nearest Goodwill location in the next week. When Goodwill sells that merchandise, the proceeds go to support 25 programs and services that range from job training to financial counseling, from health care to education, and so much more.
Goodwill makes a massive difference for this community, and you can make a massive difference for Goodwill.
Finally, a new annual Do It! Community Challenge debuts today. On The P-C's front page, you can read about the "Dollars for Diapers" campaign that has a $50,000 goal.
The proceeds go to the Fox Cities Diaper Bank, a relatively new effort that helps low-income families keep their kids dry, warm and clean.
If you've raised kids, you know the importance of handy and reliable diapers. But if you've never struggled to make ends meet while raising kids, you might not know that financial challenge.
We're helping a lot of families provide a basic need for their infants with "Dollars for Diapers."
Diapers purchased with the campaign's donations will be distributed by St. Joseph Food Program in Menasha and The Salvation Army in Appleton.
Again, great community partnership will help us reach our goal. The J. J. Keller Foundation and the Fox Cities Chapter of Credit Unions are each matching your donations, up to $10,000. In other words, when you donate $50, your money will be tripled, and "Dollars for Diapers" will receive an additional $100, thanks to the matching grants.
We're looking forward to reporting the results every week until June 12, and we're thrilled to help our readers give a hand to neighbors in need.
It's a great Mother's Day present, too. Donate in honor of your mom, or a mom you admire.
We appreciate your help.
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