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HOW TO HELP
» Donations can be submitted online through the Community Foundation of the Fox Valley Region at www.cffoxvalley.org or through United Way Fox Cities at www.unitedwayfoxcities.org.
» Donations also are accepted at 44 branches from 15 credit unions in the Fox Cities, at The Post-Crescent's front lobby, 306 W. Washington St., Appleton, and at the Community Foundation, 4455 W. Lawrence St., Appleton.
Participating credit unions are Community First, Fox Communities, Lakeview, Capital, Prospera, Best Advantage, Evergreen, Labor, Badger Globe, CONE (City of Neenah Employees), Winnebago Community, Menasha Employees, St. Elizabeth Employees, KimCentral and Unison.
» To send a donation via U.S. Mail, clip out the donation form in today's Post-Crescent (Page E-6) and send it to Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, P.O. Box 563, Appleton, WI 54912-0563.
» St. Joseph's Food Program and Salvation Army welcome volunteers. Additional help will be needed for this campaign, as diapers are sorted and repackaged on site before distribution.

ABOUT THE NEED
» One in three American families are in "diaper need" and struggle to provide diapers for their infants, according to research by Kimberly-Clark.
» A healthy change of diapers costs $100 per month or more — for all ages. An infant uses up to 12 diapers a day, a toddler up to eight per day. In low-income households, a baby may be in a single diaper all day. When a baby spends too much time in a wet or soiled diaper, it can lead to abuse and health problems, from skin disease to hepatitis.
» Fox Cities food pantries are unable to meet the rising demand for disposable diapers.
» Most people living in poverty do not have affordable access to washing facilities for cloth diapers. Most coin-operated laundry facilities do not allow customers to wash cloth diapers, for health and sanitary reasons.
» Families in difficult economic conditions often cut back on basic needs such as food, utilities or child care to provide diapers.
» Food assistance programs, such as WIC and food stamps, do not cover diapers.
» Disposable diapers usually are required at child care facilities.
» Without enough diapers for routine changes, parents feel distressed and find the job of parenting more stressful.
Source: United Way Fox Cities

HOW it works
Once the monetary donations are gathered June 12, United Way Fox Cities will price diapers on the open market, decide on the best value and make the purchase.
Both the newly purchased diapers and community-donated diapers will be stored at the Fox Cities Diaper Bank at Valley Packaging. From there, the diapers will be delivered to St. Joseph's Food Program and The Salvation Army-Fox Cities for distribution, based on need.
As the diaper bank grows, other community organizations will have opportunities to get involved.
The Fox Cities Diaper Bank is operated and staffed by the United Way Fox Cities.

Related Links
  More on The Post-Crescent's Do It! 
  Do It! community challenges 
  Help wanted: 'Dollars for Diapers' in need of boost 
  'Sack It to Goodwill' program shows huge increase from 2010 
  DONATE NOW! Enter here to contribute to Dollars for Diapers 
  Newest Do It! Community Challenge, Dollars for Diapers, makes strong start 
  Commentary: Sack It to Goodwill campaign has lots of help 
  P-C launches 'Dollars for Diapers' Do it! Community Challenge
"Dollars for Diapers," The Post-Crescent's newest annual Do It! Community Challenge, has attracted $4,624 from individuals, organizations and businesses in the first two weeks of the fundraising campaign.

Donations to the campaign — which has a $50,000 goal by Sunday, June 12 — benefit the Fox Cities Diaper Bank, established and operated by United Way Fox Cities to help low-income families access disposable diapers.

The campaign recently received a needed boost with a $1,000 donation from The Women's Fund for the Fox Valley Region.

All donations up to $10,000 are matched by grants from the J. J. Keller Foundation and the Fox Cities Chapter of Credit Unions. The match of donations to date generates $13,872 for the campaign.

The inability of many in-need Fox Cities families to afford diapers is problematic for several reasons:

» Infants who wear wet or dirty diapers too long are more susceptible to diaper rash, which can lead to health problems such as skin disease or hepatitis.
» Most child care facilities require disposable diapers. Many families cut back on other basic needs — food or utilities, for example — to afford diapers, which can lead to other nutritional or financial issues.
» The cost of diapers can be prohibitive for low-income families, up to $100 per month. An infant uses up to 12 diapers per day, while a toddler uses up to eight per day.
» Fox Cities food pantries can't meet the demand for disposable diapers.
"We chose 'Dollars for Diapers' as an annual Do It! campaign because it will help low-income families keep their children healthy," said Dan Flannery, The P-C's executive editor. "The benefits from that are clear: Parents can focus on staying employed and building a strong family for the long run."

The Fox Cities Diaper Bank was established by United Way Fox Cities after research showed a significant need for disposable diapers in the community. Diapers, purchased by United Way, are distributed through St. Joseph Food Program in Menasha and The Salvation Army-Fox Cities.
In the "Diapers for Dollars" campaign, Kimberly-Clark will match up to 10,000 disposable diapers as part of the company's "Every Little Bottom" program, established in 2010 after its research showed that one in three American families are forced to decide between clean diapers for infants and other basic needs.

"This is an easy and very effective way to make a profound difference in the lives of young people and young families," Flannery said. "We have three weeks to reach our goal, and we know the people of the Fox Valley are able and willing to help, as they have been in previous Do It! campaigns."

While financial donations are the heart of the "Dollars for Diapers" campaign, diapers are being collected at many branches of participating credit unions in the Fox Cities Chapter of Credit Unions.

Participating credit unions are Community First, Fox Communities, Capital, Lakeview, Prospera, Best Advantage, Evergreen, Labor, Badger Globe, CONE (City of Neenah Employees), Winnebago Community, Menasha Employees, St. Elizabeth Employees, KimCentral and Unison.

To donate online, go to the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region's website, www.cffoxvalley.org, and click on the "Do It!" logo on the upper right.

All current donors are listed on an ad (with a donation form) on Page E-6 in today's P-C. Donations also can be made by clipping the donation form and mailing it to Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, 4455 W. Lawrence St., Appleton, WI 54912-0563.






8 comments
8:06 AM on May 22, 2011
Let qualifying families (those with children under the age of 2-1/2) buy diapers with their food stamps or welfare. Working families have to figure diapers into their budget, and the area it affects most is the grocery budget. Many of these people already get free medical and dental, WIC, food stamps, welfare (cash), reduced rent, and free day care (if they work or look for work). I'm sorry - I just have so little compassion or money left any more. 
In my work I have seen many  families with the food stamp benefit cards, who then still have money to buy DVDs, CDs, alcohol and cigarettes. 
I'm sorry for the babies but the rest of us cannot afford to take care of everyone else's kids. I see in birth reports of babies born to parents not married and there are numerous siblings from numerous other previous relationships. It's out of control.
I raise 3 kids on my own (which I had while married) with little to no child support and am considered low income. I work full-time and live frugally. We eat a lot of pasta-based meals and hamburger and eggs in order to afford other necessities.
Maybe what these low-income families need is required budgeting classes, as well as lessons in who all their "freebies" come from - hard-working people who have their own families to support.
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12:48 PM on May 22, 2011
Thanks for the update...just picked up our product from the annual KC United Way action...I take the product we bought for donation straight to the agencies that need them.
The P-C may also want to reach out to K-C. All product that was not picked up will be donated to local charities....maybe the P-C can facilitate some of the product going to it's campaign. Maybe a few employee hours donated to picking up and dropping off product.
  
2:35 PM on May 22, 2011
ok what happen to diapers you wash?? my kids wore them i am only 47 is it that long ago??also what about all these GREEN KIDS??? my own kids yell at me if i don't recycle?? well....heres your chance all those diapers are filling landfills. I get so angry when i go to express and see people buying candy and junk food with there food stamp card sorry diapers are cheap if you buy cloth. Only thing being supported here is KC and over paid mill union workers
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3:03 PM on May 22, 2011
$100 dollars a month for disposable diapers. Disposable diapers are a luxury, not a necessity. The money the poor could save by using cloth diapers could help pay for food, shelter, insurance, and clothing. If liberals could just apply their taxpayer funded income to necessity's, instead of luxury items, they wouldn't need to have their hands in our pockets all the time. But the liberal mind believes they shouldn't be inconvenienced in any way; and it's their right to live like everyone else.
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3:24 PM on May 22, 2011
If ya cant afford diapers, DONT have babies....
Its very simple.
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9:16 PM on May 22, 2011
Why not provide the needy families with a one-time supply of cloth diapers? What's wrong with washing diapers? Doing a little more laundry never hurt anyone, and think of the impact this would make on the over flowing landfills. For those unemployed, you have plenty of time to wash diapers.

Back in the day, disposable diapers were a luxury.... too expensive for my family. I chose to stay home with my babies while my husband worked two jobs just to make ends meet. We didn't smoke cigarettes, drink, eat at fast foods, or spend foolishly on electronic games, tattoos or cool cars.... our children were our first priority. 
I agree with BookerWI in that perhaps these low income families need to attend budgeting classes as well as lessons in where their "freebies" are coming from.... the hard-working conscientious families that had their priorities straight. 
When will all this giving stop!! Every day we're socked with increases in our daily expenses, from our home utilities to groceries to gas. Please stop enabling, our fixed income only goes so far!
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9:32 AM on May 23, 2011
There are many worthy causes and i , on a limited income , do contribute what i can to various charitable organizations . i give to animal shelters , the milwaukee rescue mission , military charitable organizations , and catholic charities . i don't consider dollars for diapers a worthy cause . one comment made was people need to budget their money for diapers , especially if they are receiving numerous state entitlements . another good comment read is that those with their hands out for these free diapers should realize that people are making sacrifices to provide them . as for me , my next small act of charity is to donate a book to my granddaughter's kindergarten classroom at st . mary's springs academy . lastly, where are all the green liberals on this situation? disposable diapers must be the worst environmental product ever invented . so go ahead .dan flannery and all the other bleeding hearts , feel warm and fuzzy . i'll hang on to my dollars .
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