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GRAND CHUTE — Supporters of United Way Fox Cities gathered on the campus of Fox Valley Technical College on Wednesday to celebrate a successful community campaign that raised more than $7 million.
The community's support will allow United Way to help more than 100,000 people in 2012 by investing in programs throughout the community in education, income and health — the building blocks for a good quality of life.
"This community never ceases to amaze me. We are most grateful for the incredible workplace campaigns, corporate donations and generous individual contributions, as they were central to the success we've been able to achieve this year," said Susan May, campaign co-chair and president and CEO of Fox Valley Technical College.
Added campaign co-chair Dan Neufelder, president and CEO of Affinity Health System: "The success of this year's campaign is vital to United Way's efforts to address the needs in our community. We are committed to addressing the underlying causes of the community's most pressing problems while supporting vital services such as protection from domestic abuse, shelter for the homeless and mental health services."
During Wednesday's celebration, sponsored by SCA Tissue, Jim Bere, president and CEO of Alta Resources, was recognized for chairing the Leadership Giving Committee, which was successful in increasing gifts by 10 percent in 2011.
The Emerging Leaders program, led by Dustin McClone, has grown to more than 520 members since its inception in 2008. Emerging Leaders have volunteered for many United Way partner agencies in 2011 including NAMI, the Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley and Youth Go.
United Way Fox Cities also recognized individuals and teams who displayed exemplary leadership in their company's United Way campaign:
Employee campaign awards
» Small company: Lakeview Credit Union
» Medium company: Bassett Mechanical
» Large companies: Festival Foods and Outagamie County
Leadership/Emerging Leaders
» Kimberly-Clark Corp.
Corporate challenge awards
» Employee participation award, given to the company that saw the greatest increase in employee participation, with a minimum of 100 employees and 25 percent employee participation: SCA Tissue
» Employee giving award, presented to the company that saw the greatest percentage increase in employee giving, with a minimum of $20,000 raised the previous year: Menasha Corp.
The winner of the United Way Car Sweepstakes featuring a Fiat 500 donated by Bergstrom Automotive was Nathan Tapio. John Bergstrom, CEO of Bergstrom Corp., presented Tapio with keys to the car.
Joining May as campaign co-chair in 2012 will be Genia Lovett, president and publisher of The Post-Crescent
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