Dan Flannery column: Three 
to-do items will make 
difference

September 12, 2010 

A few things need your attention in the next few 
days, weeks and months.

None of them are difficult. All of them are important.
· First and most importantly, Wisconsin has 
primary elections Tuesday. Please do your 
duty and vote. Some races will decide the 
winner of the Nov. 2 general election, if there 
is no opposition in the other party. In our 
area, Republicans have primaries for the 8th 
Congressional District seat, U.S. Senate, 
governor, lieutenant governor, state 
treasurer, 1st State Senate District, 5th 
Assembly District, 56th Assembly District, 
57th Assembly District, Waupaca County 
sheriff and Calumet County sheriff. Democrats 
have primary elections for lieutenant 
governor and state treasurer. It’s easy to get 
distracted and discouraged by the onslaught 
of political TV commercials that pander to the 
lowest common denominator. And it's easy to 
get confused by online and print 
commentary. But ultimately, those opinions 
and spins don't make a decision in the voting 
booth. You do. Please, step up.

· Second, arts supporters in the Fox Valley 
have a new treasure in the Trout Museum of 
Art, formerly the Appleton Art Center. The 
remodeled and renamed gallery opened 
Thursday with a donors event, and hosted the 
public for the first time Friday. True, the Trout 
Museum doesn't have the imposing space of 
the major metropolitan art museums. But the 
current facility is a wonderful improvement — 
in terms of total space, utilization of space 
and number and quality of works of art — 
over anything else we have had. It’s a 
treasured addition to the Fox Cities. This area 
has a rare spirit and ethic for these kinds of 
things. From the builders and craftsmen to 
the financial donors, from the organization's 
board and administration to Dr. Monroe and 
Sandra Trout — whose generosity and open-
mindedness gave the arts community a jewel 
in downtown Appleton — this project can 
make us proud. But here's the hard part: Using 
the Trout Museum to draw more arts patrons 

 

· to our area. And making those patrons  
comfortable in our beds. And feeding them 
well. And giving them other things to do while 
they're here. In other words, make the Trout 
Museum a draw, to boost Fox Cities tourism. 
That will require a lot of hard work and 
collaboration. But if any area can do it, the 
Fox Cities can. The fact that the Trout 
Museum is here is proof enough. Your job? 
Support the arts with your pocketbook, your 
time and your interest. And, maybe, your 
talent.

· Third, we recently reported on the launch for 
the 2011 LIFE Study, sponsored locally by 
United Way Fox Cities, the Fox Cities 
Economic Development Partnership, the Fox 
Cities Chamber of Commerce and the 
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley 
Region. (LIFE stands for "Leading Indicators 
for Excellence.")These kinds of works can be 
difficult to understand. Just the word "study" 
makes my eyes droop, to be honest. But this 
follow-up to the 2001 and 2006 LIFE projects 
— work that seeks to assess our needs in 
areas as varied as affordable housing, arts,  
health care, environment, recreation and 
infrastructure — is important for a couple 
reasons:1. It's taking a regional approach. 
Instead of focusing on the Fox Cities, as 
previous studies did, the study is expanding 
from Oshkosh to Green Bay. We'll get a better 
sense of our needs on a bigger scale. The 
results also will allow drilling down to a 
metro-area level, but it's critical to see the 
bigger picture as our areas become more 
interrelated.2. It can affect you, your friends 
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