Editorial: LIFE results worth our attention
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Key Strengths
» Arts and cultural organizations, especially larger venues, appear strong
» Diverse economy with strength in manufacturing and health care
» Variety of quality education for K-12, higher and adult education
» Progress in diversity and community inclusiveness
» Variety of strong healthcare services
» Leisure opportunities including retail, dining and entertainment
» Environment and outdoor recreation, air and drinking quality
» Nonprofit and volunteer sector, high rates of giving
» Safety of community and schools for children
» Lower crime rates and proactive response to drug issues
Key concerns
» Access to medical, dental and mental health care
» Affordable housing, growing homelessness
» Care for elderly and persons with disabilities
» Investment in the environment, trails/pedestrian routes
» Risky behavior by youth, bullying and arrest rate
» Obesity, smoking, incidence of diabetes, abuse of prescription drugs
» Need for better-paying jobs and widening of income gap
» Sexual assault rates higher than state average
» Continuing to support transportation for those without cars
» Child abuse and neglect rate growth, growth of at-risk births
» Third-grade reading achievement, investment in future programs
Future priorities
The 2011 Fox Cities LIFE Study identified the top 10 priorities according to community members and leaders.
1. Jobs with higher wages
2. Educational system
3. Health and youth
4. Healthy lifestyles
5. Meet basic needs
6. Infrastructure
7. Young professionals
8. Housing opportunities
9. Meet the needs of elderly
10. Protect public safety
Read the Report
Go to foxcitieslifestudy.org for an executive summary, full report and key findings section from the 2011 LIFE study.
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More
Every day, it seems, we see another study that purports to have the definitive word — or at least the latest word — on some subject.
Sometimes, if it's a subject of particular interest to us, we pay attention. Sometimes, we give it a passing glance. Sometimes, it seems, a study comes out and says one thing, and then a short time later, another study says the opposite.
So it's easy to understand if we've gotten a little numb to the whole concept of studies.
But we'd ask to spend a little of your attention on a study that's important to us in the Fox Cities.
The Leading Indicators for Excellence, or LIFE, study for our area was just released Friday. It uses a combination of census statistics and opinions from the community to give us a picture of our lives here. That picture provides an outline for what's working well and what needs improvement.
The LIFE study that was done in 2006 led to action, including the Project Promise community effort to address poverty, a successful effort to increase mental health services for children and a Valley Transit service geared toward getting people to and from work.
This year's LIFE study should be a call to action, too. Actually, it's a wakeup call to us that we have some serious problems: a child abuse and neglect rate high than the state rate, a sexual assault rate higher than the state rate, an income gap that's growing much faster than the national rate, and a host of other issues related to jobs, income and the economy.
That's where we all come in. The study shows us the good and the bad in our quality of life. It's up to us to protect the good and to improve the bad. It's going to make a difference for our neighbors and it's going to make a difference for ourselves.
Studies may come and studies may go, but this study is of our lives. It's worth our attention.
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