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United Way’s Emerging Leaders program encourages dynamic, rising leaders to give back to the community through giving, advocating and volunteering.  Now in its third year the program is proud to count more than 300 women and men age 40 or under who are giving $500 or more to United Way.  
On February 12th the Emerging Leaders hosted the second annual Valentine Family Festival for children ages 12 and under.   The festival offered face painting, carnival games, magic shows, clowns, arts and crafts, and nutritious snacks.  Hundreds of families were able to enjoy the afternoon – and leave with valentine cookies and happy memories.
Dustin McClone, steering committee chair of the United Way Fox Cities Emerging Leaders said, “As young professionals from a variety of careers and companies, this event is just one way we can come together as Emerging Leaders to give back in our community.”
We also heard from a family who enjoyed the experience, “My family had an opportunity to stop in at Maplewood on Saturday to take in the Family Festival.  Hats off to your Emerging Leaders who worked on and supported such a nice community event.  This was the perfect experience to break up the winter lull and I was so impressed by the number of volunteers who were there with big smiles and helping hands. 

As much as I was touched by this huge extension of kindness and generosity, I was particularly moved by the opportunity to take photos in the photo booth... such a playful and fun act for which for some families there may be a rare occasion to document a family event.  Mine are safely tucked away in my wallet.  AND... the free books.  What an awesome bag stuffer and such a wonderful way to encourage literacy and reading.  While I must admit that Flip and Flop and The Magic School Bus are getting a little old for me already, the idea about getting children excited about reading never will... Thank you!”
The Emerging Leaders will host this event next year, in addition to other volunteer and educational activities.  If you are an Emerging Leader and would like to become more involved please let us know by contacting United Way at 954-7210 or at info@unitedwayfoxcities.org.  


