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Rebuilding Together Fox Valley gets funding boost
[bookmark: _GoBack]Program helping needy with home repairs gets funding boost
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Mark Siwik hangs plastic before modifying a bathtub for easier access Jan. 18 as part of a Rebuilding Together Fox Valley project in Appleton. / Wm. Glasheen/The Post-Crescent


United Way Focused Funding
Second cycle of 2011 grant recipients:
» Rebuilding Together Fox Valley: $18,500 for the Raise the Roof program, which handles urgent home
remodeling and modifications for low-income elderly homeowners and homeowners with disabilities.
» Housing Partnership of the Fox Cities: $10,000 for
affordable housing programs.
» Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley: $5,000 for transportation support for people experiencing homelessness.
» Freedom Life Skills: $5,000 for the statewide
organization's pilot project for individuals recently
released from prison, to reduce recidivism.
» St. Joseph Food Program: $5,000 for the Community, Health, Activity, Motivation and Prevention Meal
Program, which provides clients with on-site health,
wellness and nutrition education in collaboration with community partners. One component of this program is that clients receive recipes, ingredients and education about them for healthier eating.

On the Web
United Way Fox Cities: www.unitedwayfoxcities.org
Rebuilding Together Fox Valley: www.rebuilding
togetherfoxvalley.org
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In time for the winter holidays last year, June Kobs received a much-needed gift from Rebuilding Together Fox Valley.
Kobs' Kaukauna house needed major roof renovations. When her children found out about the nonprofit's Raise the Roof program — which help low-income elderly homeowners and homeowners with disabilities with home repairs and modifications at no cost — they connected Kobs with the program.
"I had two leaky rooms," said Kobs, 85. "I couldn't afford to have the roof done. They redid the whole roof. They took all the old shingles off and also did the gutters. It's just wonderful to be able to stay here, and they did a beautiful job."
Rebuilding Together, which forms community partnerships to repair and rebuild the homes of residents in financial need, has received a United Way Fox Cities Focused Funding grant of $18,500 to help support Raise the Roof.
Kate Dugan, Rebuilding Together's executive director, said the nonprofit's biggest challenge is to find funding for Raise the Roof, which has been in operation for about two years.
"We noticed a couple of years ago that our applications really had started to be for services that were the more complex and more expensive kinds of jobs," Dugan said.
"People need a new roof or they need their laundry room moved to the main floor, an accessible bathroom. All of those, the average cost is usually over $3,000. In the case of a roof, those are often $4,000 to $8,000. Our operational budget is not so huge that we could fund these jobs out of our operational budget."
United Way Fox Cities awarded five Focused Funding grants totaling $43,500 for its second cycle of 2011 grant recipients. Focused Funding grants address critical community issues and their underlying causes.
United Way Fox Cities community development program officer Mary Wisnet lauded Rebuilding Together's stability and longevity as a community nonprofit.
Rebuilding Together completed work on 101 homes last year. Of those homes, 28 were Raise the Roof sites.
"They've got a history of being a good and strong organization," Wisnet said. "Particularly the committee thought this is a valuable program because it allows older adults and people with disabilities to stay in their own homes and still maintain those homes in a safe and comfortable environment."
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