Fox Cities United 
Way meets 2011 
goal
 
United Way Fox Cities announced Monday 
that its 2011 community campaign has 
raised $7 million to invest in basic needs 
programs, meeting the agency's most 
ambitious campaign goal to date.

"Recognizing that the need had increased, 
we felt that it was really time for us to step 
up and increase the goal," said Peter Kelly, 
United Way Fox Cities' president and CEO.

"The language and the message that we've 
been communicating in the past several 
years is that United Way invests its money in 
programs that deal with education, income 
and health in the community. It's in those 
areas that we want to try to make an 
impact."

Money from the campaign, which launched 
in September 2011 and ran through year's 
end, will help fund more than 100 
programs that 41 United Way Fox Cities 
partner agencies offer.

Key needs addressed by United Way-
funded agencies include access to 
adequate shelter, affordable housing, 
mental health services, clothing and 
transportation.

"We recognize that we still need to be able 
to provide that safety net, if you will, for 
 
people, but we also believe what we should 
start to focus on is getting to the root cause 
of specific issues in the community," Kelly 
said. "It's trying to break the cycle of 
poverty or whatever the issue is."

At least 17,000 individual donors stepped 
up to contribute funds to the 2011 
campaign, said Dan Neufelder, president 
and CEO of Affinity Health System, who co-
led the campaign with Susan May, Fox 
Valley Technical College president.

"I am very proud of what we have 
accomplished in a united way," he said.

Kelly said the number of campaign donors 
was on the rise in 2011 after a decrease in 
the past few years.
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