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With Thanksgiving just days away, our 
minds turn to holiday preparations and 
feasts of plenty.

Many of us are busy finalizing travel plans or 
preparing for family and friends to visit. For 
most of us, it'll be a day of relaxation while 
enjoying our favorite foods. There will be                                                                                   turkey or ham, potatoes, gravy and all the 
specialty dishes that have become our 
family traditions. And we'll settle in for the 
Green Bay Packers' game against the 
Detroit Lions.

For many of our neighbors, however, this 
isn't the case. For them, this Thanksgiving 
season also brings increased awareness of 
hunger, cold and lack of adequate shelter.

Saturday marked the start of National 
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Week, Nov. 12-20. This week is a good 
time to reflect on our many blessings, find 
ways to become more aware of others in 
need and share the harvest with those less 
fortunate in our community.

The recently released Leading Indicators 
for Excellence, or LIFE, study reminds us of 
the growing needs in our community. The 
rising number of children in poverty is of 
special concern.
 
The number of homeless children attending 
Fox Cities schools has more than doubled 
in the last five years. Today, more than 
400 children without permanent housing 
are enrolled in our schools.

The Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley 
served 886 individuals in 2010. 
Unfortunately this year, the number served 
will exceed last year. The shelter has been 
at full capacity almost the entire year. In 
2010, shelter volunteers served more than 
77,000 meals, a 15 percent increase from 
the 67,000 meals served in 2007.

Everyone has perceptions of the homeless, 
often stereotypes of alcoholics and drug 
addicts. While there are homeless who fit 
that stereotype, most do not.

According to the LIFE study, the number of 
homeless individuals in the Fox Cities has 
risen 48 percent since 2005. In 2010, as 
in 2008 and 2009, unemployment was the 
most common reason for homelessness.

Yet homeless peoples are often perceived 
as the source of their own misfortunes. 
Perceptions and attitudes toward the 
homeless or those in danger of becoming 
homeless need to change.

The Fox Cities Housing Coalition, with 27 
partner agencies, continues its effort to 
strengthen the housing continuum, identify 
gaps and reduce duplication of services. 
These agencies, along with local food 
pantries, are experiencing a growing need 
for food, heat assistance and basic 
necessities to serve our neighbors in need.

Part of Homelessness Awareness Week is 
learning about the agencies that support 
those less fortunate and how you can help. 
These agencies prevent as many families 
from becoming homeless as possible and 
support those experiencing homelessness 
to meet their needs.

This week, as part of your Thanksgiving 
preparation, please pause and give 
thought to those in our community who are 
less fortunate. Seek out the many agencies 
in our community doing the good work and 
consider sharing your time, talent or 
treasures.
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