United Way Fox Cities: Jay’s Story:
“If someone had told me ten years ago I would be homeless I would have said they were crazy.  Through poor choices I went through an extended period of unemployment.  As my savings dwindled it became a harsh reality that I would have to give up my residence. I contacted the Emergency Shelter and was placed on a waiting list for an available bed.  The third day I was told to come in for the intake process because there was an opening.  I eagerly did so and another chapter in my life began.

It was disconcerting and comforting at the same time as I moved into the men’s section of the shelter.  It was a great relief knowing I had a place to call ‘home.’  Within a couple of months I found gainful employment and was able to start saving and planning for my future outside the Emergency Shelter.

I used United Way 2-1-1 to find information about affordable housing in the area, and programs at Financial Information and Service Center (FISC).   The one service I used to great extent is The Connector which provides transportation service at a reasonable cost to those of us needing ‘rides’ outside of Valley Transit’s regular route hours.   The Connector was invaluable in that I just needed to make a reservation and would be picked up at work and dropped at my door.  

I’m proud to work for Festival Foods where ‘giving back’ to the community is more than just words. I was pleased to be asked to be part of the United Way 2011 Campaign Committee at Festival Foods.
About a month ago the store campaign committee, along with other community members, toured the Emergency Shelter.  As I approached the front door on ‘tour day’ my heart started pounding.  I had to keep reassuring myself that “you’ve come a long way” since then, and I thank all of you for helping me make this journey through your support of United Way.”
Jay Kilsdonk – Keynote Speaker at the United Way Community Kickoff
