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Leaders' opinions sought for 
Fox Valley Leading Indicators 
For Excellence, or LIFE Study
 

By Larry Avila • Post-Crescent business editor • 
September 29, 2010 
 

APPLETON — Having updated information available 
about quality of life, labor force and highways in the 
Fox Cities comes in handy when trying to convince 
a business to relocate to the region.

Kip Golden made use of data collected from a 2005-
06 Leading Indicators For Excellence, or LIFE Study, 
during a recent recruiting trip to lure an expanding 
Milwaukee-based plastics company to the Fox 
Cities. Golden is hopeful the company will decide to 
build a 60,000 square-foot plant in the Fox Cities 
and bring 25 new jobs.
 

"It's helpful information," said Golden, a project 
manager for the Kaukauna-based construction 
services company Keller Inc. "In starting that 
conversation … having real data in front of them so 
they can see what the Fox Cities has to offer them is 
very helpful.

"I can tell them about the Fox Cities, but when you 
have a survey with input from the whole community 
that says a lot more."

The University of Wisconsin-Green Bay Center for 
 

Public Affairs and the St. Norbert College Survey 
Center are collecting data and survey information 
now for the 2010-11 LIFE Study. Studies will be 
conducted in Green Bay, the Fox Cities and Oshkosh 
and an overall regional study will be compiled.

The study's results, the local reports and the 
regional report will be released in September.

Golden, who also is a member of the Fox Cities 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry's board of 
directors, said selected Fox Cities community 
leaders have been sent invitations to complete the 
survey. He encourages those who receive the online 
survey link to take the time to complete it.

"The information is important, so the more response 
the better," he said. Several hundred survey 
invitations were sent to community leaders.

Lora Warner, director of the center of public affairs 
at UW-Green Bay, said the overall goal of the study 
is to understand the issues and strengths of the 
quality of life for the region.

"There's a wide range of things we're looking at, not 
just how people feel," she said. "We're looking at 
economic conditions, health conditions, lifestyles, 
the education system, environment, the arts, cost of 
living. It's a broad way to look at life here and what 
we need to do to maintain what we have and make 
things better."

Peter Kelly, president and chief executive officer of 
the United Way Fox Cities, one of the study's 
sponsor organizations, said the survey takes 
between 20 and 30 minutes to complete.
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The information will help determine where to direct 
resources for priority needs, he said.

"For example, a past survey found we needed 
resources for the aging, now we have a resource for 
that for Outagamie County," Kelly said. "It's like 
voting, people get the chance to participate, but it 
really helps people determine direction so we can 
enhance our quality of life."

Curt Detjen, president and CEO of the Community 
Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, also a study 
sponsor, said viewpoints from community leaders 
will be compared to those of other residents.

"It's extremely important to get a broad perspective," 
he said. "It will help determine what the community 
believes are the priority issues."

Larry Avila: 920-993-1000, ext. 292 or  
lavila@postcrescent.com. On Twitter @LarryAvila.
 

The 2010-11 (Leading Indicators For Excellence) LIFE 
Study is being conducted in Green Bay, the Fox Cities 
and Oshkosh by the University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay Center for Public Affairs, in conjunction with the 
St. Norbert College Survey Center. Its purpose is to 
develop a clear understanding of the overall quality of 
life in those communities. Visit www.uwgb.
edu/cfpa/LIFE-study.
 

