LIFE Study Planned for Fox River Communities
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A quality of life survey will soon be underway for people living in four counties near the Fox River. It's an effort to better prepare communities for the future.

It will be the first regional study collecting large amounts of information.

The Leading Indicators For Excellence (LIFE) study will gauge the quality of life for people living in Brown, Outagamie, Calumet, and Winnebago counties.

"Our goal is that this study will be use throughout the entire community to address challenges and to celebrate successes," Oshkosh Area United Way executive director Sue Panek said.

The study will provide an in-depth look into ten key areas, including your home, work, and community environment.

The recession was another reason officials decided to do this on a larger scale, in hopes the new data give a better picture about how to improve the economic stability of communities.

"Problems in the forefront now didn't even exist in the last report, but problems in the last report continue to exist," Panek said.

· To see the previous LIFE study in the Fox Cities in 2006, click here
The study will begin with surveying hundreds of community leaders first, then focus groups, then the general public.

Data would be collected by UW-Green Bay and St. Norbert College, with the final results released next September.

LIFE survey director Lora Warner of UWGB's Center for Public Affairs said it will provide "a wealth of solid information that can be used by many organizations to write for grants or to bring in resources into the area for projects by being able to use solid, scientific information,"

Scientific information that helps determine what a community needs and where it's doing well.

"They'll be able to deal with things and come up with solutions that will help the whole area move forward," Warner said.

