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United Way’s Focused Funding Helps Address Critical Issues


Improving availability and access to safe, adequate shelter and affordable housing is a priority issue for United Way Fox Cities.   In June, 2011 a United Way Focused Funding grant was awarded to the Neenah-Menasha Emergency Society, Inc. (NMES) to aid their efforts in Homelessness Prevention.

The Neenah-Menasha Emergency Society began in 1906 and in their over 100 year history they have administered Meals on Wheels for Neenah and Menasha, Shoes for Students, and the Back to School Fair.  These programs meet their mission of providing emergency financial assistance to local residents who struggle to meet their basic needs.

In 2009, NMES initiated a Homelessness Prevention Project, because over half of their requests for emergency financial assistance were related to housing and utilities. In Winnebago County the poverty rate increased from 7.4% in 2008 to 12.9% in 2009.  These numbers have had a direct impact on the number of requests for the Homelessness Prevention Program. NMES provides families with security deposits, rent and mortgage assistance, as well as help with overdue utility bills.  This assistance allows clients to remain in their homes or acquire a safe home and prevents them from becoming a part of the homeless in our community.

Most of the families and individuals that NMES assists are low-income, making minimum wage or lower. Often the clients are living paycheck to paycheck until a family emergency or crisis occurs which depletes their financial resources.  In the past year assistance has been given to 1934 clients, an increase of 41% in the past four years.  In that same time period 337 families have received help with their housing needs, helping them to avoid being evicted and becoming homeless.

Requests for emergency financial assistance are accepted from recognized referral sources such as LEAVEN, FISC, and United Way 2-1-1, thus ensuring that all other sources of assistance have either been exhausted or are unavailable. The United Way Focused Funding grant will provide $5000 for the Homelessness Prevention Program.


