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You need only turn to the legal ads of this 
newspaper to see that the Fox Valley has not
escaped the national home foreclosure crisis.

"It's a mess, and it's getting worse," is how one local 
realtor describes the foreclosure situation.

The Community Foundation for the Fox Valley 
Region and United Way Fox Cities decided this is an 
issue that needs to be addressed, and soon. We 
recently brought together leaders from business, 
banking, government, law enforcement, education 
and the nonprofit sector to define the problem and 
seek solutions.

The list of problems stemming from foreclosures 
locally is substantial.

Our neighborhoods are suffering as unoccupied 
houses slip into disrepair and attract criminal 
activity. Displaced families face homelessness. The 
demand for social services in our schools and our 
communities increases as family members suffer the 
consequences. Inaction by distant national — or 
even international — lenders delays sales to willing 
buyers for as much as a year. People caught in the 
foreclosure mess are getting more frustrated. So are 
the professionals who took part in our discussion.

Nearly one in four homes sold in the second quarter 
of this year was in foreclosure, according to the 
industry research group RealtyTrac. A record 1.2 
million homes are expected to be taken over by 
lenders nationally by year's end.

Many of these homes are in the $100,000 to 
$200,000 price range, owned by people not used to 
accessing community services available to those in 
financial need.

We're still early in the discussion, but we agree we 
must focus on helping people prevent foreclosures 
before they happen, creating easier ways for 
homeowners to explore negotiating with their 
lenders or arranging a short sale, and addressing 
eyesore houses in our neighborhoods as a 

community.

Suggestions include financial literacy education, 
using volunteer mediators to counsel people on the 
brink of foreclosure and finding better ways to get 
information out to those who need it.

Neighbors can help by doing something as simple 
as taking turns cutting the grass or shoveling the 
snow at that empty house down the block.

Strong communities find ways to address complex 
issues. Addressing our local foreclosure problem 
will take even more creative thought than the 
talented and diverse group who attended the 
meeting can muster.

We encourage you to add your insights by 
contacting the Community Foundation (920-830-
1290 or info@ cffoxvalley.org) or the United Way 
(920-954-7210 or info@ unitedwayfoxcities.org).

You may have one of the answers.
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