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APPLETON — A pilot program designed to 
assist students with mental health issues is 
paying dividends at Menasha schools.

The school-based mental health access 
project, made possible through grants 
from United Way-Fox Cities, has helped 
124 students in the Menasha Joint School 
District in the last three years, said Karen 
Johnston, executive director of Catholic  
Charities, who delivered the information 
today at the United Way-Fox Cities Report 
to the Community.

The three agencies involved in the 
counseling consortium are Lutheran Social 
Services, Family Services and Catholic 
Charities.

Originally intended as a two-year pilot 
program, United Way funding enabled the 
service to be offered for a third year at 
Menasha High School, Maplewood Middle 
School and Menasha’s five elementary 
schools. 
 
Eighty-one percent of students 
participating in the program have 
experienced reduced mental health 
symptoms, while 86 percent of youngsters 
have noticed increased functioning. 

United Way’s recent fundraising campaign 
generated $6.7 million, allowing a 2 
percent increase in community investment. 

Service Award winners also were announced 
at today’s meeting. They are Bob Kreider 
of Appleton, retired president of the Banta 
Book Group, and Greg Bell, vice president-
broadcast for Woodward Communications.
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