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APPLETON — Peter Kelly, president and 
CEO of United Way Fox Cities, said the 
organization is glad 2010 is over and is 
looking forward to the future.

"It was another challenging year," he said 
Tuesday. "But we had a successful 
campaign and are grateful that we're going 
to be able to have the resources to fund 
the 100-plus programs we have in the 
community through the generosity of the 
people here in the Fox Cities."

Kelly spoke at the 2010 United Way Fox 
Cities Report to the Community at the 
Radisson Paper Valley Hotel. The meeting 
featured highlights of the year, results of 
the School-Based Mental Health Access 
Project, and announcements of the new 
board of directors and Volunteer Service 
Award winners.

The nonprofit organization's 2010 
fundraising campaign generated $6.7 
million, allowing a 2 percent increase in 
community investment.
 
Mental health services
 
The School-Based Mental Health Access 
Project, made possible through grants from 
United Way Fox Cities, has helped 126 
students in the Menasha Joint School 
District in the last three years, said Karen 
Johnston, executive director of Catholic  
Charities.

On Thursday, Johnson shared the May 
2008-January 2011 Outcomes Report for 
the counseling services consortium that 
includes Lutheran Social Services, Family 
Services and Catholic Charities.

The goal of the project is to improve 
access to mental health services to 
students with families experiencing 
difficulties in receiving help due to 
transportation issues, work schedules or 
lack of insurance or other third-party 
reimbursement.

Originally intended as a two-year pilot 
program, United Way funding enabled the  
service to be offered for a third year at 
Menasha High School, Maplewood Middle 
School and Menasha's five elementary 
schools.

Eighty-one percent of students 
participating in the program have 
experienced reduced mental health 
symptoms, while 86 percent of youngsters 
have noticed increased functioning. Eighty-
three percent of students showed 
improvement in academic issues and 89 
percent in school behaviors.

Plans call for expanding the program to 
other interested school districts.
 
Other initiatives
 
United Way Fox Cities also continues to 
have success with other initiatives it has 
undertaken, said board president Jim 
Pierce.

"We continue to have a grants program 
called Community Readiness to give out 
small grants up to $10,000 (over) the past 
two years centered on basic needs," he 
said. "We've had both United Way agencies 
and non-agencies come in and request 
grants where they needed some 
emergency funding in the basic needs 
area. That's been very successful this past 
year."

Another positive initiative has been 
Emerging Leaders, a program aimed at 
donors who pledge $500 or more toward 
United Way's fundraising campaign.

"This year, that number of young people 
 
has gone over 300," Pierce said. "It's 
important. As donors get older, you have a 
stream of committed younger people that 
will take our place both in donating and 
volunteering. So that is a very, very 
successful program, and we are pleased 
with the efforts in the area."
 
Volunteers recognized
 
This year, volunteers Bob Kreider and Greg 
Bell received the 2010 Volunteer Service  
Award, which recognizes the outstanding 
contributions of volunteers to the 
organization.

A retired president of the Banta Book 
Group, Kreider has served with United Way 
for more than five years, joining the board 
of directors in 2006. He has served on the 
finance committee, chaired the inaugural 
endowment committee and stepped 
forward in December to help when two of 
the three members in the finance 
department took leaves of absence 
because of health concerns.

 
Bell, the vice president-broadcast for 
Woodward Communication, has 
volunteered with United Way for more than 
10 years, serving on the board of 
directors, co-chairing the organization's 
campaign in 2008 and 2009, and serving 
on the Community Impact Council. He has 
been a strong advocate for the work of 
United Way, Kelly said.
 
Officers, board members
 
Officers to be elected at the March board 
meeting are Tim Short, chairman; Jim 
Totzke, vice chairman; and Kreider, 
treasurer. Committee chairs will be Julie 
Wulterkens and Mary Jo Buchberger, 
community impact; Dan Neufelder and 
Susan May, campaign; Kent Willetts, 
marketing and communications; Sharon 
Hulce, personnel; and Randy Mahoney, 
audit.

Newly elected to a three year-term on the 
board of directors are Rick Bahr, Appleton, 
United Steel Workers Union; Diana Buechel, 
Secura; Genia Lovett, The Post-Crescent; 
and Bob Thibault, Kimberly-Clark Corp. 
Elected for a two-year term is Bonnie 
Timm, SCA Tissue, USW Local. Elected for 
one year by special appointment are Short, 
a consultant, and Mark Westphal, president 
of the Fox Valley Area Labor Council.

Three board members who completed 
their first term and were elected to their 
second three-year terms are Gary 
Nokleberg, Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Appleton; Tim Schwan, Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans; and Kent Willetts, 
Appleton.
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