Wisconsin families still 
struggle months after 
recession deemed over
 

By Michael Louis Vinson • Post-Crescent staff 
writer • September 30, 2010 
 

The "Great Recession" officially ended last year, but 
the torment lingers for Wisconsin families 
scrambling to meet basic needs: food, clothing and 
shelter.

Thousands more Wisconsin residents fell into 
poverty last year, according to a new U.S. Census 
Bureau survey. 

Last year's poverty surge came as no surprise to Fox 
Valley service organizations. When the economy 
began to teeter in 2008, local leaders prophesized 
that many more people would come knocking on 
their doors.

"We strategically put resources into programs to 
help minimize the number of individuals who would 
experience homeless in this community," said Debra 
Cronmiller, executive director of Emergency Shelter 
of the Fox Valley.

In 2009, the state's poverty rate rose to 12.4 
percent, up from 10.4 percent in 2008.

Nearly one in 10 Outagamie County residents lived 
in poverty last year. And in Winnebago County, the 
poverty rate hit 12.9 percent.

To prepare, Valley emergency shelter officials 
expanded the budget and hired additional staff. 
 

They also designed new programs to lift the 
chronically homeless from the shelter system to 
make room for people suddenly thrust into poverty 
for the first time.

As a result, the shelter served roughly 800 people 
in 2009, on par with 2008 figures. The shelter is on 
track to keep that number flat this year as well.

"It's not because there isn't more demand," 
Cronmiller said. "It's because we're doing all of 
these other things in parallel to keep that number as 
low as we can."

But even with the additional programs, the shelter 
turned people away 84 nights this year.

The United Way Fox Cities also has experienced a 
sharp uptick in the number of people seeking basic 
services. Since 2008, nearly half of the people who 
have phoned the 2-1-1 call center are looking for 
help with basic needs.

"Many of the individuals we're hearing from are in 
this situation for the first time in their lives," said 
Gayle Hardt, vice president of community 
development. Often callers have trouble identifying 
what their needs actually are."

To help people meet the most basic of needs, the 
Roundy's Foundation is donating nearly 150,000 
pounds of food to pantries throughout Wisconsin 
and Minnesota.

"That is our way of helping those families that 
continue to stretch their dollar and not have enough 
to put food on the table," said Roundy's Foundation 
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