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Youth Go has a history of being there for at least 
two generations of Fox Cities preteenagers and 
teenagers.

Neenah High School sophomore Melanie Rohloff 
first visited the Neenah gathering spot for fifth- 
through 12th-graders as soon as she was old 
enough to go. 

"My mom was involved when she was a kid, so she 
thought that it would be good for me to go," said 
Rohloff, 15. "She just told me that it was a safe place 
and the people were really nice, and that it was a fun 
place where you could be yourself."

Rohloff serves as president of Youth Go's youth 
board and has volunteered at the Habitat ReStore 
through Youth Go's community service club. She 
praises Youth Go as a place where she knows she 
can both give and receive support.

"I liked going to the Habitat ReStore and I liked that 
because my family is in a Habitat house, so it's nice 
to give back to them after what they've done for us," 
Rohloff said.

"Without Youth Go, before, I wasn't really aware of 
what there was in the community and how to get 
help. They've helped me through hard times for 
sure, with staff being there and being able to talk to 
you. You don't have to worry about bad influences 
 

and people trying to get you to do stuff you don't 
want to do. It makes you more optimistic, definitely."

United Way Fox Cities supplies Youth Go's 
education, recreation, and support and wellness 
programs with funds from its annual community 
campaign. Campaign dollars help support 100-plus 
programs of 41 Fox Cities nonprofits.

United Way is in the home stretch of its 2010 
campaign to raise $6.8 million for programs that 
strengthen the community's health. All programs 
align with one of four impact areas: strengthening 
families; developing children and youth; providing 
basic needs and self-sufficiency; and promoting 
health, healing and crisis intervention.

United Way has brought Youth Go and other 
nonprofits in the developing children and youth 
impact area that serve youth at risk around the table 
to evaluate existing programs and identify any gaps 
in services.

Youth Go executive director Kelly Hicks said the 
impact area committee defined youth at risk as 
"having individual characteristics, family situations, 
and/or environmental factors that create significant 
barriers on their journey to becoming a healthy, 
responsible, caring and productive member of our 
community."

Impact area chair Cindy Nelson said the agencies 
created a core of survey questions that each agency 
tailored to its youth and families.

The questions revolve around three priority 
outcomes that United Way and the agencies support: 
 

Youth demonstrate a commitment to learning, youth 
build character and develop positive relationships, 
and youth increase healthy lifestyles.

"We can look at all the data from all the agencies and 
say, these particular agencies really seem to have 
programs that address healthy lifestyles, and maybe 
these programs can be shared with other agencies," 
for example, said Nelson, a high school guidance 
counselor. "The collaboration among all the youth 
agencies is a really positive experience for all of 
us."

The impact area committee plans to review survey 
data in 2011 as United Way heads into another 
investment process — assigning funding amounts 
to partner nonprofits.

"We want the agencies to show they are using the 
money wisely and the surveys are going to show the 
populations that they are reaching, and that they are 
meeting the three priorities, and how they are 
reaching them," Nelson said. "The underlying goal 
is that we're not missing anyone in the United Way 
population, that we don't have gaps in the services 
we provide."

Youth Go participants can choose to take any or all 
of three surveys, one for each priority outcome.

"That's going to help us make sure the programs we 
are offering are the ones kids need," said Hicks. 
"Working at Youth Go we really make an effort to fill 
the individual needs of kids that walk through the 
door."
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Mission: Advance the common good by creating opportunities for a better life for all.
Focus: Education, income and health, the building blocks for a good quality of life. In the Fox Cities United Way is committed to developing children and youth, strengthening families, promoting health and healing, and providing for basic needs.
Investments: More than 100 programs in the Fox Cities provided by 41 partner agencies. United Way offers Focused Funding grants that promote community problem solving as well as support existing program expansion and address unplanned agency needs. United Way Community Services include: AFL-CIO Community Services Liaison, Emergency Food and Shelter Program, Youth Board and United Way 2-1-1.
2010 campaign co-chairs: Dean Gruner, president and CEO of ThedaCare, and Dan Neufelder, president and CEO of Affinity Health System.
Campaign goal: $6.8 million. Campaign ends Friday.
To learn more: 920-735-5468
On the Web: www.unitedwayfoxcities.org

2010 United Way Fox Cities-funded agencies, programming

Developing children and youth:

  The Arc Fox Cities: YARC and Youth 3-12 programs


  Best Friends of Neenah-Menasha: community- and site-based mentoring programs


  Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Fox Valley Region: community- and school-based mentoring programs


  Boys' & Girls' Brigade Association: character development and leadership training


  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Fox Valley: after-school program


  Child Care Resource & Referral: child care provider recruitment and Room to Grow programs


  Girl Scouts of the Northwestern Great Lakes: educational programming, and membership and outreach


  Hmong-American Partnership (Fox Valley): elementary and youth programs


  Project Bridges Day Care & Preschool: language scholarship, sliding fee and special needs programs


  YMCA of the Fox Cities: birth to five child care, birth to five growth and development, school-age child care and youth programs


  Youth Go: education, recreation, and support and wellness programs

