Dollars for Diapers helps local family
Grace Ebert, PostCrescent Media
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As a mother of three who struggles to provide all the necessities for her family, Stephanie Hanstad of Seymour
is grateful for the community support from Dollars for Diapers.
She is a stayathome mom with two children in diapers, and for two years she has used the diaper bank at
Community 2000, an outreach program for families in the Black Creek, Seymour and Shiocton communities.
"I use it with my younger children. It's helped out tremendously," Hanstad said. "It's helped my family and my
children."
Even with a free monthly package from the diaper bank, Hanstad still spends at least $80 each month on
diapers. Most families spend more than $100 a month per child, no matter the child's age.
(Photo: Submitted)

Hanstad also uses the energy assistance, free clothing and other programs from Community 2000. She said
the bank is essential for those who are not working or are working part time and have difficulty affording all

necessities.
Juli Meulemans, the Community 2000 program coordinator, helped establish the program because she understood the need for families to have access
to assistance in rural areas. The program helped 716 people last year, with nearly 20 percent of those using the diaper bank.
"We're able to get them the basic necessities here, so our families don't have to travel all the way into town," Meulemans said.
Meulemans said many families own cars that only get eight to 10 miles per gallon of gas, making it difficult to afford travel to places like Appleton.
Hanstad also said the rural location is key to assisting families who do not have access to a vehicle.
"It's nice to have it in Seymour. Some people have to walk because they don't drive," Hanstad said.
Meulemans said parents find themselves in cycles that do not allow their children to attend daycare while they work because they can't afford the costs of
care or the necessary supplies for their children, such as diapers.
Hanstad knows because she's been through it herself.
"If I had to pay out of pocket for daycare, it wouldn't pay for me to work. Between gas and daycare, it would cost too much," Hanstad said.
Anne Bremer, 15year volunteer at the St. Joseph's Food Program and a diaper bank helper, sees many of the same families each week. She said due to
many child care provider regulations, families cannot send their children to daycare because they lack the diapers required for each child. In general, an
infant uses 12 diapers each day, while a toddler uses eight.
"Many people work more than one job. I see a lot of hardworking, dedicated parents who are grateful for help," Bremer said. "I'm glad people know how
crucial it is for families."
Bremer said each week she sees the same families and knows they look forward to coming and getting assistance.
"I don't know what families would do without us." Meulemans said. "The better they can help themselves, the faster they'll be able to get out of the
situation."
— Grace Ebert; 9209931000 ext. 252, or gebert@postcrescent.com; on Twitter @_glouise_
Donate to Dollars for Diapers
Donations to Dollars for Diapers, presented by KimberlyClark Cares and Huggies, can be made at cffoxvalley.org
(https://www.cffoxvalley.org/dollarsfordiapers) or by following the information on Dollars for Diapers ads. Checks to The PostCrescent Community Fund
should be made and mailed to The Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, 4455 W. Lawrence St., Appleton, WI 54914.

Packages of diapers, sealed or open, and supplies, should be dropped off in The PostCrescent lobby at 306 W. Washington St. in Appleton. Other
collection sites include Badger Globe, Evergreen, Fox Communities, Prospera and St. Elizabeth Employees credit unions.
Read or Share this story: http://post.cr/1Ir3Pqq

TOP VIDEOS

(/videos/life/3609784838001/4283002496001)

This 13yearold singer Is
about to blow your mind
(/videos/life/3609784838001/42830024
03:25

Snape from 'Harry Potter' is
alive and works for American
Airlines

(/videos/life/3609784838001/4282921733001)
(/videos/life/3609784838001/4282921733001)
01:10

Jennifer Lopez is too sexy for
Morocco

(/videos/life/3609784838001/4282913092001)
(/videos/life/3609784838001/4282913092001)
01:00

MORE STORIES

‘Dad bod’ update: Signs of progress after 28
days (/story/news/local/2015/06/07/dadbod
updatesignsprogressdays/28555235/)

June 6, 2015, 11:08 p.m.

Birds as pets:
Smart, social
(/story/news/local/2015/06/07/dad
and messy

bodupdate
signsprogress
(/story/life/2015/06/06/birds
days/28555235/)
petssmart
social
messy/28491645/)
(/story/life/2015/06/06/birdspetssmartsocial
messy/28491645/)
June 6, 2015, 2:32 p.m.

Collapsed barns, abandoned
houses symbolize change

(/story/life/2015/06/05/collapsed
barns
abandoned
houses/28575853/)
(/story/life/2015/06/05/collapsedbarns
abandonedhouses/28575853/)
June 6, 2015, 2:05 p.m.

